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SPEECH OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE AUDIT BOARD OF 

THE REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA/THE CHAIRMAN OF ASEAN-SAI
Bismillahirrahmanirrahiim,
Your Excellency, Dr. Marzuki Alie, Speaker of the Indonesian House of Representatives and President of AIPA,
Honorable Members of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA) Delegations,
Ladies and gentlemen, 
Assalamu ’alaikum warahmatullahi wabarakatuh,
May Peace Be Upon Us,
Good Afternoon,
First of all, let us praise the Almighty God, because of His Blessing, we are able to attend the 33rd ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA) General Assembly in this beautiful tropical island of Lombok. 
On this occasion, please allow me to express my sincere gratitude to all of AIPA member delegations, especially to the President of the AIPA, Dr. Marzuki Alie, for hosting this General Assembly and giving me this opportunity to introduce a new public sector audit association in the ASEAN region named the ASEAN Supreme Audit Institutions or ASEANSAI.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
One of the results of the International Organization of Supreme Audit Institutions (INTOSAI) Congress in 1977, in Lima, Peru stated that it is compulsory for a country to have a Supreme Audit Institution (SAI) that is independent in order to enhance transparency and accountability of that country. After more than 30 years, the “Lima Declaration” on SAI’s independence was strengthened through its adoption as a United Nations Resolution No.A/66/209 year 2011, which states that promotion of the efficiency, accountability, effectiveness and transparency of public administration can be achieved by strengthening the SAIs. 

Transparency and accountability of public administration is needed by all countries for a better life of the nation and citizens. It has also been a commitment taken up by the ASEAN Member States.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
In everyday life, ASEAN Member States face similar problems, for instance environmental problems, and corruption in several countries. These problems faced by the ASEAN Member States are beyond boundaries and need to be responded and resolved together. 
In light of this, SAIs on ASEAN Member States view the need to establish cooperation in order to increase their role in the enhancement of transparency and accountability in their respective countries and in ASEAN in general. This cooperation is done by establishing the ASEANSAI as a media of building institutional capacity of SAIs of ASEAN Member States. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
ASEANSAI was declared in the SAIs Summit of the ASEAN Member States on November 16, 2011, during the 19th ASEAN Summit in Nusa Dua, Bali, Indonesia. The establishment was done by the signing the Agreement of ASEANSAI by ten Heads of SAIs of ASEAN Member States. The Agreement was based on the spirit of togetherness, respect and mutual cooperation. 

The ASEANSAI was formed to enhance the capacity of the SAIs in the ASEAN. This capacity development included the implementation of international audit guidelines and standards issued by the INTOSAI, the sharing of knowledge, experiences, and collaborative trainings. 

The establishment of the ASEANSAI is expected to contribute positively and constructively in achieving the ASEAN Community 2015 with the principles of the good governance as stated in the preamble of the ASEAN Charter.  

Honorable Ladies and Gentlemen, 
The membership of ASEANSAI comprises of 10 SAIs of the ASEAN Member States. It consists of three important bodies, namely, the Assembly, the Executive Committee and the Committees. The Assembly is the highest body of the ASEANSAI consisting of all members of the ASEANSAI represented by the Heads of each SAI or their representatives.

The Executive Committee consists of the Chairman and the Vice Chairman of the ASEANSAI, who recommend policies to the Assembly, as well as develop and adopt measures towards the effective implementation of the policies set by the assembly. The SAI of Indonesia (BPK RI) and the SAI of Brunei Darussalam were appointed as the first Chairman and the Vice Chairman of the ASEANSAI. The appointment of the Executive Committee (the Chairman and Vice Chairman) will later be based on the alphabetical order of the ASEAN countries. 

Honorable Ladies and Gentlemen,
The ASEANSAI has set up four Committees, the Strategic Planning Committee which is chaired by the SAI of Vietnam, the Rules and Procedures Committee which is chaired by the SAI of Singapore, the Knowledge Sharing Committee which is chaired by the SAI of Malaysia, and the Training Committee which is chaired by the SAI of the Philippines. All members of the ASEANSAI are members of at least one of the Committees.   

After the establishment of the ASEANSAI, in February 2012, the ASEANSAI agreed upon the ASEANSAI Work Plan during the ASEANSAI meeting which was held during the 12th Asian Association of SAIs (ASOSAI) Assembly in Jaipur, India. The Work Plan included the development of the strategic plan, the activity plan for sharing knowledge and experiences, training and the development of the internal rules and procedures, and the secretarial activities. 

Honorable Ladies and Gentlemen,
As a new organization, the ASEANSAI needs to cooperate with other organization in the ASEAN, especially the AIPA. To uphold the transparency and accountability of the state finance, there should be a close cooperation between the SAI and the parliament. This cooperation will lead to the enhancement of capacity of respective institutions, which will benefit to strengthen the supervision function in each country. 

Either the Indonesian parliament or other parliaments of the ASEANSAI countries has the same functions which are legislation, budgeting, and supervision. In using the legislation right, the Indonesian parliament has the right and authority to follow up on BPK RI’s audit findings. As for the SAI, with its authority to audit the state finance, it can uphold transparency and accountability of the state finance, which will indirectly improve the budgeting and supervision functions of the parliament. The close cooperation between the parliament and the SAI is one of the important elements in enhancing transparency and accountability of state finance. 

In this exceptional occassion, on behalf of the BPK RI and the ASEANSAI, I hope that the cooperation with the AIPA can be better realized in the future. 

Respected Ladies and Gentlemen,
Before I end my speech, I would like to inform you that the ASEANSAI will conduct its second Summit in Brunei Darussalam in 2013. I hope that the AIPA can also participate in this upcoming Summit. That is all of my speech, and thank you for your attention.

Wassalamu’alaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh. 
Lombok, September 18, 2012

The Audit Board of 
the Republic of Indonesia
Vice Chairman
Hasan Bisri
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